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CHAPTER 5 DRIVING SAFETY COURSES (DSC)

Checklist 5-1 Script/Notes

defendant must meet a four-point test. The elements 
of that test are:

The defendant must plead guilty or 
nolo contendere before the court 

under Article 45.0511/45A.351, 
C.C.P.

b.  The election must be timely;

c.  The defendant must be charged with a
 

.

form or language appears to be necessary. That 
election should be coupled with a plea of guilty 
or nolo contendere. The defendant may make that 
election:

 
A defendant under the age of 17 
must appear and enter a plea in 
open court. Art. 45.0215/45A.452, 
C.C.P.

a.  In person;

b.  By attorney; or

3.  Determine whether defendant has made the election

citation. 
C.C.P.

Art. 45.013/45A.054, C.C.P. If the 

class on or before the appearance 
date on the citation and received 
by the clerk not later than 10 
business days after the due date for 
appearance, the request is timely 

or legal holidays.
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b.  If the defendant has not pled and elected to

determine that the defendant was advised 
of his or her right to take a driving safety 
course. 

and 45A.354, C.C.P. Printing 

defendant’s copy of the citation 
should satisfy this requirement. 

c.  If the defendant was not advised of his or

now and allow the defendant to enter a plea 

as if it had been timely made.

a.  Is within the jurisdiction of the municipal
or justice court; 

b.  Involves the operation of a motor vehicle;
and

472.022, T.C. 

C.C.P.

a.  Is within the jurisdiction of the municipal
or justice court;

b.  Involves the operation of a motor vehicle;
and

6.  Article 45.0511/45A.351 does not apply to a person
who holds a commercial driver’s license or held a 

committed.
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speed limit;

c. Fail to remain at collision scene;
C.C.P.

d. Duty to give information and aid;
C.C.P.

e. Overtaking and passing a school bus;
C.C.P.

present, except:
C.C.P.

are convictions committed while operating 
a commercial motor vehicle for: 

C.C.P.

more over the posted speed limit; 

laws other than parking, weight, or 
vehicle defect violations, arising in 
connection with a fatal accident; 
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vehicle without a proper 
commercial driver’s license or 
permit.

T.C.

8. The court may dismiss only one charge for each
course. C.C.P.

C.C.P.

a. The defendant must not have completed
Article 45.0511/45A.351, 

C.C.P., in the 12 months preceding the

A defendant without a Texas 
driver’s license who is an active 
member or spouse or dependent 
child of an active member of 

completion of the course.

date of the current citation.

b. The defendant must produce evidence of

is most commonly done by presenting a 
motor vehicle insurance card.

C.C.P.; Ch. 601, T.C.

c. The defendant must produce a valid Texas
driver’s license or permit or be a member, 
spouse, or dependent child of a member of 

duty: 

C.C.P.

or permit is likely to violate the 

remedied by the court providing a 
similar relief to out-of-state drivers 
under A
Chapter 45A, C.C.P. 

Checklist 8-2.
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took a course in the 12 months 
preceding the citation or they failed 
to make a timely election, the court 

5-2 are followed, except:

in this article is separate from the 

b. The court may consider deferred
disposition under Article 45.051/45A.302, 
C.C.P.,

45.0511/45A.351,
C.C.P.

may not be granted deferred 

T.C.
vehicle control committed by the
holder of a commercial driver’s
license.
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CHAPTER 5 DRIVING SAFETY COURSE (DSC)

2. Procedure for Granting DSC

Checklist 5-2 Script/Notes

1.  When the court accepts the conditional plea of
guilty and determines that the defendant is eligible, 
the court should enter judgment on the plea and 
defer imposition of judgment.

TMCEC 2024 Forms Book: 
 

 
Course. 

2. Court must assess and collect all state and local
court costs.

 

3. The court must impose the following conditions:

a. Defer imposition of sentence for 90 days;

terminates any liability under a 
bond given for the charge. Art. 

b. During the deferral period, require the
defendant to successfully complete a 
driving safety course approved by the Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation 
or a course under the motorcycle operator 
training and safety program approved under 
Chapter 662, T.C.

c. During the deferral period, present the court

of completion of the motorcycle operator 
training course.

C.C.P.

d. During the deferral period, present to

record showing that the defendant had 
not completed an approved driving safety 
course or motorcycle operator training 
course in the 12 months preceding the date 
of the citation.

C.C.P.
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A judge, as an alternative to receiving the 
defendant’s driving record, may, at the time 
the defendant requests a driving safety 
course or motorcycle operator training 
course, require the defendant to pay a 
reimbursement fee equal to the sum of the 
fee as established by , 
and the state electronic Internet portal fee 
for obtaining the defendant’s driving record 
by using the state electronic Internet portal, 

the state electronic Internet portal a copy of 
the defendant’s driving record on request 

custodian of a municipal or county treasury 
who receives reimbursement fees collected 
under this subsection is required to keep a 
record of the fees and, without deduction 
or prorating, forward the fees to the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts.

C.C.P.

e. During the deferral period, present to the

is not taking a course and did not take a 

TMCEC 2024 Forms Book: 
 

Course.

f. If the defendant did not have a valid Texas
driver’s license or permit and is a member, 
spouse, or dependent child of a member, 

was not taking a driving safety course or 
motorcycle operator course in another 
state on the date of request and had not 
completed one in the preceding 12 months 

C.C.P.

4. The court may require the payment of a
reimbursement fee in an amount of not more than 
$10.

C.C.P.

C.C.P.

b. This fee is not refundable.
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5. If the defendant completes all of these terms during
the 90 day deferral period and presents the court the 
required evidence, the court shall:

a. Remove the judgment;  
TMCEC 2024 Forms Book: 

 

b. Dismiss the charge; and

C.C.P.

d. That report cannot be used for any purpose
including increasing insurance rates. C.C.P.

6. If the defendant fails to complete the terms during
the 90 day deferral period, the court shall:
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the court;

the orders of the court; and

appear at a particular place and 
time to show good cause why the 
defendant did not timely comply.

b. If the defendant does not appear, enter an  

c. If the defendant appears and does not show
good cause for non-compliance, enter an 

d. If the defendant appears and shows good
cause for non-compliance, the court may 
allow an extension to allow the defendant 
to present proof of compliance.


