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Background:  The Driving on the Right Side of the Road (DRSR) program began in 
2008. The Texas Municipal Courts Education Center (TMCEC) developed resources 
for municipal court personnel and classroom teachers to be able to provide traffic 
safety outreach to youth. DRSR, a traffic safety program, is a TMCEC program 
developed collaboratively with Law-Related Education (LRE) (a division of the State 
Bar of Texas and Law Focused Education, Inc.) and funded through a grant by the 
Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT). 
 
What is DRSR?:  It is a series of lessons for social studies classes at the elementary, 
secondary, and high school levels that focus on citizenship education and traffic safety. 
Working with LRE, colorful and interactive lessons were developed. The materials lend 
themselves to the use of guest speakers in the classroom. DRSR recommends that 
teachers contact local judges and court support personnel and ask them to serve as 
resource persons in classrooms. Resource persons can bring the lessons alive by 
providing real life or hypothetical examples, accurate descriptions of what the law 
requires, and serve as positive role models for students. 
 
Resources:  There are many program resources available and are located on the 
TMCECôs traffic safety website:  
http://tmcec.com/tmcec/MTSI/Driving_on_the_Right_Side_of_the_Road_Materials.  

About the Authors:  
Denise  Baxindine taught 2nd grade and 3rd grade at the IDEA Academy in Donna, 
Texas.  She is a graduate of the University of Richmond in Richmond, Virginia and 
currently a graduate student in Social Work at the University of Texas at Austin.  
 
Molly Powers taught 5th grade at P.S. Garza Elementary School in Donna, Texas. She 
is a graduate of Rhodes College, Memphis, Tennessee and currently a law student at 
the University of Texas at Austin. 
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For more information:  
Contact Lisa Robinson, TMCEC Traffic Safety Grant Administrator, at 
robinson@tmcec.com (512.320.8274).  
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You should have:  
 
 Lower Elementary Social Studies Emergency Substitute Planéééééééééé 
 Upper Elementary Social Studies Emergency Substitute Planéééééééééé 

Upper Elementary Language Arts Emergency Substitute Plan..ééééééééé 
 Middle School Social Studies Emergency Substitute Planééééééééééé.. 
 High School Social Studies Emergency Substitute Planéééééééééééé.. 
 
Using These Materials (recommendations):  
 
The lesson plans were designed to stand-alone as emergency substitute plans. There are four 
levels covering kindergarten through high school classrooms. The ñDo Nowò extension (Upper 
Elementary Language Arts Emergency Substitute Plan) is appropriate for upper elementary 
and middle school classrooms.  
 
On each plan teachers will find space available to provide the substitute details about the 
location of the daily schedule or where the materials can be found in the classroom. Teachers 
also have the opportunity to download the document from the TMCEC-TXDOT website and 
edit it to their specific school and classroom. The document could be used as a teacherôs 
substitute plan template for the entire year. 

 
Why Use These Materials?  
 
Not only do these materials support the acquisition of Texas ELA and Social Studies Standards 
(the TEKS!), but they simultaneously teach an extremely important (and often overlooked) topic 
ð traffic safety. According to the Center for Disease Control, crashes are the leading cause of 
death for children under the age of 19. In fact, more than 12,000 children die every year from 
unintentional injuries in the United States. The information contained in these materials will 
help teach children some basic, yet potentially life-saving, safety information. For some 
students, application of the knowledge acquired through these activities could mean the 
difference between life and death. Thank you for helping join a nationwide effort to protect our 
children from unnecessary harm. 
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Thank you for substituting today! Before the students arrive you should locate the following 
items: 

Attendance Sheets or Instructions to Submit via Computer 
If neither the office nor teacher provided one, have students write down their names 
on a piece of paper for the teacher. 

Schedule 
If the office did not provide a schedule, please look around the classroom to see if 
one is posted in the classroom. Or, the class schedule can be found  

 _________________________________________________________________ 

Chalk or Dry Erase Marker to Write on the Board 
If the teacher has a document projector that is set up, familiarize yourself with it 
before class begins to make sure equipment is functioning. 

Safety Shape Worksheets and Materials 
You will need scissors and glue for the students. 

Emergency Substitute Plan 
This is what you are reading now! If time permits, read through it and familiarize 
yourself with the material. 

Reminder: Check-in with a teacher next door or across the hall if you have any 
questions about school procedures like when you should send the attendance to the 
office or if breakfast is served in the classroom. 

 
This lesson is designed for 45 minutes. If the school has block scheduling, there are optional 
extensions at the end. 
 
5 minutes before the bell rings or between classes  
Write your name on the board and the following song.  

[Your Name] 
 

Circles go round and round, round and round. 
Triangles go up and down, up and down. 

Squares go same and same, same and same. 
Rectangles go short and long, short and long. 

And thatôs my shape song.  

Stand by the door to monitor student activity in the hallway and to welcome the students to the 
class.  

DRIVING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ROAD  

Lower Elementary Social Studies 

Emergency Substitute Plan  
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5 minutes ï Take Roll  
Take roll and make sure students have put away materials from their last class. If you are 
unfamiliar with the pronunciation of the studentsô names rather than calling them aloud, go 
around the room and ask them to say their first and last name clearly. If the teacher has 
provided a seating chart, confirm the students are in the correct seat, otherwise ask that they 
move. 
 
5 minutes ï Introduction to Todayôs Lesson 
Have students transition from their tables one group at a time to the carpet if space is 
available. Otherwise, prepare them for whole group instruction at their desks. Ask the students 
ñWhat do you know about shapes?ò Explain they might find shapes around them at school or 
see signs when their parents are driving. Ask, ñWhat do these signs tell your parents or 
whoever is driving?ò Draw a stop sign on the board or paper and ask them to identify it. 
 
15 minutes ï Shapes Lesson  
Remind students that signs are all around us to give us information. Explain that shapes make 
these signs and today they are going to learn four types of shapes. Say the song once and 
then draw the shape next to the word or have one student come up and draw it if they are 
already familiar with the shapes. 
 

Circles go round and round, round and round. 
Triangles go up and down, up and down. 

Squares go same and same, same and same. 
Rectangles go short and long, short and long. 

And thatôs my shape song. 
 
Sing the song with the class once (itôs to the tune of ñwheels on the bus go round and roundò). 
The next time have them raise their hand and draw the shapes in the air as they sing them. 
Then have them sing it one more time and make the motion with their foot. 
 
15 minutes ï Safety Shapes Worksheet  
Hold up the worksheet and say the shape song aloud. As you sing each verse, pause and 
draw the shape in each box. Then show the students how to cut out a shape. Glue one into the 
correct box. Model how you compared the cutout to the shape you had drawn earlier.  
 
Students will now work on their own worksheet. When they are finished they can compare their 
handout to another studentôs finished worksheet. Also they can draw a picture on the back of 
where they have seen the road sign before. 
 
As you circulate around the room, write the names of the students at the top of the handouts.  
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Final 5 minutes ï Clean Up  
Collect all papers. Make sure you have collected any materials the students may have 
borrowed. Ask that they pick up all the trash around their desks and pack up their things 
quietly. 
 
Please leave all papers on the teacherôs desk and keep the sections together. Be sure to leave 
the desk as you found it with the exception of the papers. 
 
Extensions  
Challenge students to create a map using five of the road signs. They could draw their 
neighborhood, their route to school, or signs around the school. 
 
After Class  
Please make sure all papers are on the teacherôs desk and any messages are there as well. At 
the end of the lesson you will find an evaluation to fill out.  
 
Helpful Hints  
If you are unaware of a classroom policy, it is best to say no. For example, if students ask if 
they can listen to iPods or use cell phones, say no unless the teacher has left his or her policy 
for you. Same for eating and drinking in the classroom or going to the library. Sometimes 
teachers will have these guidelines displayed on the wall in the classroom.  
 
Donôt sit at the front of the classroom as students work. Walk around and circulate so they stay 
on task. 
 
Source  
Driving on the Right Side of the Road 
http://tmcec.com/tmcec/MTSI/Driving_on_the_Right_Side_of_the_Road_Materials  
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Evaluation of Your Experience as a Substitute    Date: ________________ 
 
1.  Were there any absences? 
 
 
 
 
2.  Did you have any difficulties? Please write down the names of any students that caused a 

disturbance. 
 
 
 
 
3.  Were there any contacts from parents of which I should be aware?  
 
 
 
 
4.  On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 is great), how would you rate the behavior of the class? (5 

signifying hardworking, helpful, honest behavior and 1 signifying disruptive, rude, off-task 
behavior) 

  
   great          poor 
   5  4  3  2  1 
 
 
5.  What could have been included in the substitute folder that wasnôt?  
 
 
 
 
6.  Is there anything else that I should be made aware of? 
 
 
 
 
Thank you!  
 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 



Emergency Sub Plans ð8 

 

T
ra

ff
ic

 S
a

fe
ty

 S
h

a
p

e
s

 
C

ir
c
le

s
 

T
ri
a

n
g

le
s

 

S
q

u
a

re
s

 

R
e
c
ta

n
g

le
s

 

H
IL

L
 

A
L

L
 W

A
Y

 D
O

 N
O

T
 

E
N

T
E

R
 

T
R

U
C

K
 

S
P

E
E

D
 

L
IM

IT
  

6
0

 
E

V
A

C
U

A
T

IO
N

 
R

O
U

T
E

 

E
A

S
T

 

  
R

A
N

C
H

 

R
O

A
D

 X
X

X
X

 



Emergency Sub Plans ð9 

 

DRIVING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ROAD  

Upper Elementary Social Studies  

Emergency Substitute Plan  

Thank you for substituting today! Before the students arrive you should locate the following 
items: 

Attendance Sheets or Instructions to Submit via Computer 
If neither the office nor teacher provided one, have students write down their names 
on a piece of paper for the teacher. 

Schedule 
If the office did not provide a schedule, please look around the classroom to see if 
one is posted in the classroom. Or, the class schedule can be found  

 _________________________________________________________________ 

Chalk or Dry Erase Marker to Write on the Board 
If the teacher has a document projector that is set up, familiarize yourself with it 
before class begins to make sure equipment is functioning. 

Safety Word Search Worksheet and Materials 
Locate the worksheets and Safety Information Sheets. Each student will need a pen 
or pencil. 

Emergency Substitute Plan 
This is what you are reading now! If time permits, read through it and familiarize 
yourself with the material. 

Reminder: Check-in with a teacher next door or across the hall if you have any 
questions about school procedures like when you should send the attendance to the 
office or if breakfast is served in the classroom. 

 
This lesson is designed for 45 minutes. If the school has block scheduling, there are optional 
extensions at the end. 
 
5 minutes before the bell rings or between classes  
Write your name on the board and the following agenda.  

[Your Name] 
I. Take Roll (5 minutes) 
II.  Introduction to Todayôs Lesson (15) 
III.  Complete Worksheet (20) 
IV. Turn in Papers and Clean Up (5) 
 
Finished? You may read a book at your desk or work on 
homework quietly. 

Stand by the door to monitor student activity in the hallway and to welcome the students to the 
class.  
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5 minutes ï Take Roll  
Take roll and make sure students have put away materials from their last class. If you are 
unfamiliar with the pronunciation of the studentsô names rather than calling them aloud, go 
around the room and ask them to say their first and last name clearly. If the teacher has 
provided a seating chart, confirm the students are in the correct seat, otherwise ask that they 
move. 
 
15 minutes ï Introduction to Todayôs Lesson 
Explain to the class that they will be thinking about traffic safety today. Read the Safety 
Information Sheets aloud to the students. If a document camera is available, display them. Ask 
them why we have rules like these. To keep us safe. Ask them what some of the safety terms 
are on the sheet. Distribute a set of information sheets to each student, group, or table 
depending on how many you have. If the teacher only left one copy, brainstorm a list of words 
(safetybelt, helmet, safety, buckle, bicycle, vehicle, crosswalk, bus, school, sidewalk) and write 
them on the board. 
 
20 minutes ï Word Search Worksheet  
Explain to students that they will create a word search. Model how you start it out (read the 
directions aloud and emphasize that they can write the words diagonally or up and down). 
 
Distribute a worksheet to each student. When they complete their word search, have them 
write their name on it and allow them to trade it with the person sitting next to them. You could 
also have them raise their hand when they are finished and assign them a partner.  
 
If a student finishes solving his or her partnerôs worksheet, have them write ñSolved by [name]ò 
on the back. 
 
Final 5 minutes ï Clean Up  
Collect all papers. Make sure you have collected any materials the students may have 
borrowed. Ask that they pick up all the trash around their desks and pack up their things 
quietly. 
 
Please leave all papers on the teacherôs desk and keep the sections together. Be sure to leave 
the desk as you found it with the exception of the papers. 
 
Extensions  
After completing their word search, challenge students to interact with the words at a higher 
level by creating a Traffic Safety Crossword Puzzle.  If students are not familiar with this type of 
puzzle, first provide them with a simple example.  Then, give them a brief description of how to 
create such a puzzle.  Students may want to use word definitions as the clues. 
 
Also students can color the vehicles on the Safety Information Sheets or create their own 
safety information sheet. 
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After Class  
Please make sure all papers are on the teacherôs desk and any messages are there as well. At 
the end of the lesson you will find an evaluation to fill out.  
 
Helpful Hints  
If you are unaware of a classroom policy, it is best to say no. For example, if students ask if 
they can listen to iPods or use cell phones, say no unless the teacher has left his or her policy 
for you. Same for eating and drinking in the classroom or going to the library. Sometimes 
teachers will have these guidelines displayed on the wall in the classroom.  
 
Donôt sit at the front of the classroom as students write. Walk around and circulate so they stay 
on task.  
 
Source  
Driving on the Right Side of the Road 
http://tmcec.com/tmcec/MTSI/Driving_on_the_Right_Side_of_the_Road_Materials  
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Evaluation of Your Experience as a Substitute    Date: ________________ 
 
1.  Were there any absences? 
 
 
 
 
2.  Did you have any difficulties? Please write down the names of any students that caused 
 a disturbance. 
 
 
 
 
3.  Were there any contacts from parents of which I should be aware?  
 
 
 
 
4. On a scale of 1 to 5 (5 is great), how would you rate the behavior of the class? (5 

signifying hardworking, helpful, honest behavior and 1 signifying disruptive, rude, off-task 
behavior) 

 
 great        poor 

  5  4  3  2  1 
 
 
5.  What could have been included in the substitute folder that wasnôt?  
 
 
 
 
6.  Is there anything else that I should be made aware of? 
 
 
 
 
Thank you!  
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
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