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No one's life, liberty or property
are safe while the legislature
IS In session.

-- Benjamin Franklin



Legislative Process

A Texas Legislature meets every two years
A Session lasts 140 days

A All bills must pass both chambers
I House of Representatives
| Senate

A Must be approved by the Governor



815t Texas Legislature: By the Number

Lawmakers filed 7,609 bills and proposed
Constitutional amendments.

i 19 Percent Increase from the 80
Legislature in 2007

I 29 Percent Increase from the 76
Legislature in 1999



According to the Texas Municipal League
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House Bill 857

A Drops some Water Code burning offenses to Cla:
C Misdemeanors

A Burning of waste generated from a private
residence

A Fine up to $500
A Split fine with the State
A Venue in County or Travis County

A Convictions must be sent to Texas Commission o
Environmental Quality



A Class B prosecution for second offense or burnin
of: Insulation on electrical wire or cabldreated
lumber, plastics, nofwood construction or
demolition materials, heavy olls, asphaltic
materials, potentially explosive materials,
furniture, carpet, chemical wastes, or items
containing natural or synthetic rubber.

A Does not include burning of plants, leaves, trees
or grass which may be governed otherwise.






House BIll 1282

A Creates a Criminal Offense for Stealing a
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A Amends Theft Statute Penal Code Section
31.03

A Applies to any state issued license or |.D.

A Penalty is a Class B Misdemeanor



House Bill 1357
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A Provides for a Class C misdemeanor for
operating without a license.
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House Bill 1468

A Provides Access to Cemeteries
A Creates a Class C Misdemeanor to anyone

A
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orivate burial ground or cemetery

_and owners may designate routes and times
DUt a person may request a variance that mus

ne granted (if reasonable)






House Bill 1965

A Allows for permitting to reduce the population
of wildlife causing damage to crops.

A Allows Texas Parks and Wildlife Department tc
require reports (by rule) from permit holders

A Failure to file the report is a Class C
misdemeanor



House Bill 2031
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prosecutions.

A "Sight order" means a written or
electronic instruction to pay money that is
authorized by the person giving the instruction
and that Is payable on demand or at a definite
time by the person being instructed to pay.

A The term includes a check, an electronic debit, or
an automatic bank dratfft.



House Bill 2609

A Rewrote criminal trespass

A Class C if the trespass is:
I On agricultural land within 100 feet of boundary

I On residential property within 100 feet of a
freshwater area

A Class A if habitation, Superfund sight, critical
infrastructure facility or carrying a deadly
weapon

A Class B otherwise






Senate Bill 589

A Creates an offense for tinting windows and
not placing a compliance sticker

A Light transmission or luminous reflectance of
25%

A Fine up to $1000
A All other fines remain the same: $200



Senate Bill 1016

A Bill is 140 pages and reauthorizes Texas
Department of Agriculture

A Class C implications:
I Unlicensed perishable commodities handlers
I Commercial use of uncertified citrus budwood

I Failure to cooperate In the suppression of the
Asian Citrus Psyllid
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The Legislature passed about 40 new
criminal offenses in 2009



A Possession of Dog Fighting Equipment
I Senate Bill 554
I Class A misdemeanor

A Fraud in Mortgage Lending
I House Bill 2840
I Class Based upon property value

A Expanded Barratry to include solicitations
I House BIll 148
i Class A misdemeanor of ®egree Felony



A Interfering with Public Safety Radio
Frequencies

I Senate Bill 1273
I Class A misdemeanor or State Jail Felony

A Coercion of a potential Candidate for Office
I Senate Bill 1970
I Class A misdemeanor

A No Political Contributions in a Courthouse

I Senate Bill 1152
I Class A misdemeanor



A Online Harassment
I House Bill 2003
i Class A misdemeanor of ®egree Felony

A Tougher penalties for Rustlers
I Senate Bill 1163
I Penalty varies with value or number of head

A Looting in Evacuation areas
I Senate Bill 359
I Bumps penalty one class






