EGRICS & ProrSe LLitigants

Justice, Propriety, &
Balancing Stress
IS AlIFIRFAT Day:sWWornkd



eview: Cases by Judge; Type
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Fig. 2 Number and Percentage of Cases filed by Judge Type
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Discipline by Judge; Type

Fig. 3 Number and Percentage of Disciplinary Actions by
Judge Type*
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Whoiis Complaining?

Fig. 4 Number of Cases Disposed by Complainant Type
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Pror Se Litigants
All'Shapes and Sizes

= EXtremist Groups

= MrelfKnow 'Semebody:
= SHarduimers:

g Ifhe Helpivle's
o Others. ..




What Is the Challenge?

o' Provide Balance::
5 FalFRESS

s Impantialicy

IR shoert, the releofi the Judge as the
Administrator ol JUStiCE and as' Referee



Outcomes; ol any. Shertcomings

n Upset Clistomers/Citizens

s Frustration Withr@urselves
n Complaints torAUtAGHLIES

5 NewspaperHeadlines

s Complaints torState Commission 6Gn
Judicialfeonduct



Independent AUthOKEY

m Art. V. Tex. Const.
State Commissionron JudicialiConduct

investigate & _discipline _ all judges




Judiciall Misconduct:

WillitlFerpersistent:

s \/iolations off Supreme Court RUIES
5 [NCOMPELENCE NI PEHOHMaNCE Ol dULIES

x Willftlfvielation of Code o Judicial
@ojplellle

mOr...



Judicial Misconduct (cont.)

Willful  conduct or persistent conduct that

IS' CleanV InconsIstent Withrthe Proper;
performance of his duties or

casts public discredit upon the judiciary
Of
ddministration o justice







Guides

x Code o Chiminal ProcedurerArt. 45.01
m CanonRs
s DISCIPliNaRy OpPINIGNS and  RECOKES




Code of Criminal Procedure

s Art. 45.01

()60 provideTalirnOtICE to alPErson appeaning in
dl chiminal pPreceEding DETOLE A jUSHICE O
municipal courtand armeaningfitl  Opportunity

for that personterbe heard:;



Code of Criminal Procedure

(2)rterensure appropriate dignityAinrcotint
procedure witheut undue fermalism;



Code of Criminal Procedure

(8)'t0) promote adherence torrties with
SUtiicient fiexibility Lo SEVE the ENUS Of;
justicer; and

(@)1 LO PFOCESS CasESIWItHOUE URNECESSANY,
EXPENSE O AEla):



Scenario 1

a [0 ACITF ORTNOIF IO
ACT 2



}

SIGNIcant Canens




CANON 1

5 ... Independent: andrnonerablie juUdiCiary/ IS

INdISpensable to; JUStice




CANON 1 Cont-

x  Integrtys 5.4 INAEPENCENCE of the

JUdICIaRy IS presenved



CANON 5 B:

5 (2)F Nt be swayed by partisan

INtErests, public clamor; or
[iear off crticism




Scenario 2



http://www.jonathancrossfield.com/blog/images/327853_low.JPG

CANON 5 B:

n (B)F TAYUdge shgl/requlie order and

GECOUMNN PrOCEEdINgSbEore the judde:



SHOWISIOPPESS



http://weblogs.redeyechicago.com/showpatrol/images/2008/03/09/kinney2.jpg

CANON 5 B:

= (4)rATjUdge shall'be patient’, dignified),

and courteous ...




Canon 3B

5 (5)F  Ajudge shall’perfermjudicial duties

Without DIask o prejudicer -



CANON 5 B:

m (6)F Atjudge shall'net...manifest biasior
Prejudice;...nased UPonIaCe, Sex; religion;
nationalfenain,  disability, age; sexual

OrIENtatioN Or SOCIOECONOMIE Status....



Scenario 4




Standard Applies to All

s @anoensrequirerthat
thejudgerhoeld
atterneys: & stalii to
thIs' same;standard:



http://bp1.blogger.com/_Q-HAsejiMLY/SDjGqzvw6kI/AAAAAAAAAbk/g7ufwdkPrWg/s320/courtroom_1_md.gif

CANON 6 : prohibits

5 Prohibitsiarjudge firomiinitiating,
PERMILLING, O CONSIGERNG

EX Parie.commuUunications



CANON 6: allews

(@)= (&) uncontested matters, = etc.

(B Mitigating_circumstances. following
d pleal ol nolorcontendere errguilty for a

[IRE-ONIY GIfENSE, OF

(@) asiallowed by law



Guides

x Canons
x OPINIGRS
s TCCP

ReEMEmMBPEr:.. GUIGESISHeW VoU the Way
PUL..



Guides

s Canon & e Codels tor be constrled so
as Not te impinge on the essential
INAEPERCERNCE O JUddEs I makingjudicial
GECISIONS.

= [DESIgNE e provide guidance & stiicture
5 OGO provideliability
= NOG Lt he Used fior tacticalladVantage



It is Your Courtroom

® YOoU decide
m YOoU referee
® YOoUu balance

= Andtheughryoeurcould
PE hEeldiaccountable;

= .. YoUu have the tools
fior sUCCEsS!
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